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PREPARING FOR PESACH 

The Torah Centre presents a three part series on preparations for Pesach and some helpful advice for 

conducting the Sedarim, especially from a woman’s perspective. They are based on an article entitled 

“Clean for Pesach and enjoy the Seder” that was originally edited by Rabbi Moshe Finkelstein of Kiryat 

Mattersdorf for Orchos Chaim.  It is  based on the responsa of Moreinu veRabbeinu HaGaon HaRav 

Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg, ztz”l, Rosh Yeshivas Torah Ore, to questions posed by women attending 

his regular chizuk talks, many of which appear in the Artscroll book Heart to Heart Talks, with this 

article appearing on Page 227. 

We have modified and added to the original article, that will be presented here in three parts over 
the next three weeks ה ''אי . The parts will be 

1. General introduction and notes about cleaning 
2. Kashering for Pesach 
3. Preparations and conducting The Seder 

 

PART 1 - GENERAL INTRODUCTION AND NOTES ABOUT CLEANING FOR PESACH 
 

PREFACE 

In former times, wealthy people who had large houses also had many servants who did their 
bidding, while poor people, who could not afford servants, lived in small homes with one or two 
rooms. Understandably, the pre-Pesach chores of the rich were performed by the servants, 
while the poor, who had only their one or two rooms to clean, a few pieces of furniture, a 
minimum of utensils, and some clothing, took care of their needs themselves. 

In those days, cleaning was hard. Tables were made of raw wood, requiring them to be 
scrubbed or even to be shaven to ensure that no pieces of food were hidden in the cracks. 
Earthen or wooden floors also needed to be thoroughly cleaned and scrubbed. Also, cleaning 
materials and sophisticated cleaning aids were not readily available. 

Today, we seem to be caught in a trap. The standard modern home is not only larger, but 
furniture, utensils and clothing are much more plentiful, with an accumulation of gadgets, 
assorted machines and general paraphernalia for all ages. The average home today can compare 
with the more affluent homes of previous generations. However, we do not have the servants 
that they had, so that today, all the chores fall on the housewife, not-with-standing that in the 
lead up to Pesach, the every day duties of cooking, laundry and housekeeping etc. all continue 
for her, at least as much as usual! At the same time she still feels obligated to clean and scrub 
as they did formerly, even though she has laminated furniture and tiled floors, making this type 
of cleaning unnecessary. 

As a result of this, the pressure of pre-Pesach cleaning has reached overwhelming levels, often 
including many unnecessary undertakings. The housewife often becomes overly stressed and 
nervous, unable to enjoy the simchas yom tov of Pesach and unable to perform the mitzvos and 
obligations of the Seder night, as she would like to. 

INTRODUCTION 

Pesach, like every other Yom Tov, must be enjoyed by every member of the family, including 
women. This is an obligation clearly defined in the Torah as explained by Chazal. We can 
understand a person dreading Tisha B'Av but Pesach is to be looked forward to and anticipated 
with joy. Every woman should be well rested, relaxed and alert at the Seder table so that she 
can fulfil all the Torah and Rabbinic obligations and follow the Haggadah with the rest of the 
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family. Clearly, the performance of her pre- Pesach duties must be balanced against her Pesach 
obligations. 

Pre-Pesach cleaning is required to avoid the danger of transgressing any Torah or Rabbinic 
prohibition of having chometz in the house on Pesach, or of any food to be eaten on Pesach 
coming into contact with even the smallest amount of chometz. Yet it is evident from the 
responsa of Rabbi Scheinberg ztz”l and many of the Halachic authorities, that this need not be 
excessive. 

It is not the intention here to abolish minhagim which have been passed down by Klal Yisroel 
from generation to generation. Nevertheless, some practices adopted by women in their Pesach 
cleaning today are not an actual continuation of the old minhagim. One should therefore be 
especially careful when taking on any new minhag, to ensure that this minhag is still applicable 
and relevant to one’s personal circumstances. 

One might be tempted to insist on doing the extra work anyway -- to be machmir (stringent). 
However, in these stringencies lies the grave danger of in turn creating many laxities and 
brushing aside many mitzvos completely, including Torah and Rabbinic obligations which women 
are required to do on Pesach and particularly during the Seder. 

Many women like to do more "cleaning" than the bare minimum, to such an extent, that some 
even incorporate their general "spring cleaning" into their required pre-Pesach duties. These 
extra exertions run the risk of turning the obligatory Pesach cleaning into a monumental chore 
and can even  prevent them from fulfilling their obligations on Pesach, and particularly on the 
Seder nights. 

In general, all property and possessions must be cleaned and checked to make sure that they 

are free of all chometz, except; 

a. If, during the year, chometz is never brought into a place, that place does not have to be 
cleaned out or checked for chometz. This may apply to bedrooms, spare rooms, garage or 
study. 

b. Any article which is not going to be used on Pesach does not need to be checked for 
chometz, provided it is put away properly and it is included in the sale so that the chometz in it 
is sold.  

c. Also, anything which has been rendered completely inedible to the extent that it is not fit to 
be eaten by a dog, is not considered chometz. Hence rat/mouse bait although made from 
chometz, is not considered chometz.(It is worthwhile to include them in the sale). 

d. Crumbs or bits of food that are less than the size of an olive (kezayis) AND are dirty or 
spoiled enough to prevent a person from eating them, need not be removed. Since one will not 
come to eat them they need not be destroyed. This is especially important as one can spray 
detergent on hard-to-remove crumbs, as will be suggested below. 

PRACTICAL  APPLICATIONS 

1) CLOTHING CLOSETS: If there is some significant possibility that chometz went into them, 
they should be checked for large pieces of chometz and fully edible crumbs of chometz. 
This also applies to chests, dressers, bedside tables etc. Vitamins or cosmetics that are 
generally stored there and are not for Pesach use, should be placed in a cupboard or 
bathroom cabinet where other chometz is kept, to be sold. 

2) CLOTHES, BLANKETS, POCKETS, ETC.: If they have been washed in detergent or dry 
cleaned, then there is no need for them to be checked. Otherwise they need to be cleaned 
and checked thoroughly by brushing or shaking them out well. Clothes – especially 
children’s clothing - which will not be worn on Pesach do not have to be checked, but they 
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should be put away and included in the chometz sale.  

3) FLOORS: We don't have earthen floors with deep cracks in them. It is sufficient for tiled or 
covered floors to be swept and washed with a household floor cleaner. Cracks and spaces 
between tiles do not have to be checked if the cleaning solution reaches into them. Carpets 
and rugs need to be vacuumed well. Dry cleaning or shampooing carpets (may be nice for 
Yomtov but) is not a requirement, nor is waxing of the floors. 

4) ARMCHAIRS, COUCHES, ETC: If the cushions can be removed, then vacuum the base well. 
Where they can not be removed one should vacuum the places that are easily accessible 
with the thin nozzle attachment. CHAIRS that have visible chometz in the crevices, one 
should spray some household detergent onto those crumbs and wipe away whatever comes 
away (an old toothbrush may help). This also applies to a baby high-chair. 

5) KITCHEN CABINETS & PANTRIES: If the cupboard is not going to be used on Pesach, then you 
just have to lock it or seal it in a manner that will remind you not to open it on Pesach and 
include it with the chometz sale. If the cupboard is going to be used on Pesach, wash it 
using a household cleaner, such as ‘Spray and Wipe’ or ‘PineOcleen’. Be sure the cleansing 
agent reaches into all the cracks and soaks into any crumbs that might be left there.  

6) FREEZERS and REFRIGERATORS: Wipe over well using a household cleaner (as above in 3). 
The rubber seal should be rubbed down with a rag that has been soaked with detergent and 
many people find that an old toothbrush dipped into household cleaner makes the job very 
easy. [Suggestion: People who have a spare fridge/freezer can perhaps clean one, a week or 
two earlier, to be used for Pesach food, and the second one can still be used for chometz 
until a couple of days before Pesach, when it also gets cleaned. Remember to check the 
cleaned one with a candle or torch in the evening after it has been cleaned, before you 
begin to fill it with Pesach food.] 

7) TABLETOPS: Wash well with a household cleaner.  

8) OVENS: If one does not intend to use the oven for Pesach, it can be wiped out making 
certain that there is no edible chometz inside, then taped up well with masking tape etc.  If 
one does want to use the oven for Pesach, then it should be cleaned well with an oven 
cleaner. There are non-caustic ones available in the supermarket that are easier to use, but 
may need two applications. Spraying and leaving overnight often helps. When using a 
caustic cleaner extra care should be taken, especially with the “Saint Moritz Well Done 
Stove and Oven Cleaner” available from the Kosher shops, which is amazingly powerful. 
Gloves must be worn and care taken not to inhale the vapour. (Not such a good idea to use, 
if there are young children around). Make sure that it reaches into all the cracks and around 
the screws and the inside of the door as well.  If your oven has a turbo option (a fan which 
circulates the heat), the fan must be sprayed as well. The racks can be taken into the 
laundry sink or even into the garden and sprayed there.  After using the oven cleaner, there 
is no need for further cleaning. CAUSTIC SOLUTIONS MAY (GENERALLY) NOT BE USED ON 
SELF CLEANING OR CONTINUOUS CLEANING OVENS. 

9) STOVE-TOPS: Wash the top and side surface areas with a rag soaked in a strong household 
cleaner (or “Saint Moritz,” see number 8 – but be careful). Grates can be cleaned in the 
same way, or can be soaked in a mixture of 25% bleach and 75% water. If you have nowhere 
to do this, it can be done in the garden in a black rubbish bag, by placing the grates into the 
bag, putting in water and adding the bleach and knotting the bag. Leave for a few hours or 
overnight. Clean the knobs well.  

10) RANGEHOODS – EXHAUST/EXTRACTOR FAN: These become very greasy and are not easy to 
clean. Remove the filter and soak in a bleach solution overnight. (See 9 above – same 
manner as the grates). 

11) MICROWAVE OVENS: Wipe out well using “Spray and Wipe” or other household cleaner. 

12) DISHWASHERS: are generally not used for Pesach. Empty the filter and tape up. 
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13) FOOD PROCESSOR/MIXERS: The chometz one should not be used for Pesach, so can be put 
away with all the other chometz pots and dishes.  

14) POTS, PANS, DISHES, & CUTLERY: If you need to use any of these things on Pesach, a 
competent Rav must be consulted. Otherwise, since none of these things will be used for 
Pesach, they should either be locked up, or put away and the cupboards sealed in a manner 
which will remind you not to use them on Pesach, it is not necessary to scrub them. 
TOASTERS, SANDWICH MAKERS and other such items all have a strong possibility of actual 
chometz in them, they should be put away and the chometz in them should be sold. 

15) DISH TOWELS: It is customary to have a set of Pesach'dik dish towels. If one does not have a 
Pesach'dik set of dish towels, then one's regular dish towels may be used if they are washed 
with a detergent and no food remains attached to them.  

16) SINKS, TAPS and DRAINING BOARDS: Clean all of them well with Jif or other scouring liquid, 
also the bench tops/counters should be wiped down very well using a household cleaner. 

17) SIDDURIM, SEFORIM, & BOOKS: If there is a chance that they contain chometz, then they 
should either be put away and sold with other chometz utensils. Alternatively, if they are 
going to be needed, they can be cleaned and checked well. On Pesach they should not be 
placed on the table where food is served. 

18) BENCHERS: Those that have been used during the year with Chometz, should be placed with 
other items being sold and included in the sale. They need not be cleaned and should not be 
used for Pesach. 

19) BATHROOM & ENSUITE: Generally no food stuffs are taken in to a bathroom, so they do not 
need cleaning for Pesach. BUT many people leave vitamins, or other non-Pesach cosmetics 
in their bathroom cabinets. These can either, be removed and placed into the cupboards 
that are to be sold, alternatively, the closet can be taped up and it with all the contents 
included in the sale. 

20) GARAGE: If chometz is not stored in the garage, it does not need cleaning. BUT; SUITCASES, 
SPORTS BAGS ETC. need cleaning and checking. The easiest way to check suit cases, is in 
the garden, during daylight hours. Some people may have a SPARE FRIDGE/FREEZER in the 
garage, these obviously require cleaning if they are to be used, or included in the sale of 
chometz. PET FOOD is often stored in the garage and if it is chometz, must be taken care of 
before Pesach. 

21) CARS: Do not need washing, waxing and detailing! For many this chore has become an 
annual ritual that they find very stressful. Just vacuum out all areas, including the boot and 
glove compartment etc. It is worth doing the boot earlier as many people may want to use 
their car to transport their Pesach purchases. 

22) TOYS: If there is edible chometz, then it should be either removed, or rendered inedible by 
soaking in the bath with some detergent. It may be easier to place them in a washing bag 
and adding to a linen wash. There is no need to scrub them. It is easiest to put most of them 
away with the items to be sold for Pesach or to tape-closed the toy cupboard. 

23) STROLLERS, PRAMS, CAR SEATS: Vacuum well then if crumbs remain in crevices spray 
household detergent on them to make them inedible. 

 

ENJOY PESACH! Try to make the Pesach tasks easy for yourself. 
Don't do unnecessary hard work or cleaning, and thereby turning the Mitzvah into a chore. 
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